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The notion of “immigrant integration” is used everywhere – by politicians, policy makers, journalists and researchers all around the world – as an all-encompassing framework for re-building social cohesion and “unity from diversity” after large-scale immigration. Yet, as Adrian Favell argues in his new book, The Integration Nation: Immigration and Colonial Power in Liberal Democracies, the dominant idea of integration in what he calls the “North Atlantic West” is in fact the continuance of a longstanding development paradigm, reflecting both Eurocentric colonialism and North American empire. It is the power generating conception of how majority white liberal democracies absorb and benefit from mass migration, while maintaining a hierarchy of race and nationality — and the global inequalities it anchors. In this keynote presentation, Adrian Favell presents the central ideas of his work, and explains how we may rethink this core concept in migration, ethnic and racial studies, in the light of the challenge posed by decolonial theory and movements.

