More people than ever are migrating around the world today. In this era of mass migration, a major societal challenge is to understand when people from different backgrounds can live together without hatred and conflict. Some social scientists and politicians alike have claimed that higher numbers of immigrants inevitably fuel prejudice. Research evidence is mixed, though. We conducted a vast study that showed that natives (citizens who were born in the country where they live) express less prejudice in high-immigration contexts when policies render immigrants more equal to natives. We analyzed surveys of over 140’000 participants across 66 different countries, 20 Swiss cantons and 64 Flemish-Belgian schools. We found that natives express less prejudice in high-immigration contexts when policies render immigrants more equal to natives. Formulating inclusive policies that render immigrants more equal to natives are the path to social cohesion in diverse societies.

