Communities of Practice as Drivers of a new Agenda on Integration

In response to the large-scale refugee arrivals in 2015 and 2016, many initiatives have been launched at the local, national and supranational levels, aiming to provide integration services for those newly arrived. At the same time, responding to the fact that a number of EU Member States can be considered as immigration countries for 50 years or more, integration services become more and more mainstreamed into standard social services. This led to an intensification and upscaling of already existing practices, various innovations, and a significant increase of entities with a stake in migrant integration, including a variety of communities of practice. The presentation will focus on the role of COPs in fostering successful integration and challenges related to the functioning of such communities, namely the accumulation of knowledge and making such knowledge relevant to practitioners and policymakers.

